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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern Didrict of Virginia, announced
that Thomas E. Smith, Jr., and Tyrone B. Smallwood were each sentenced to life in prison today
by the Honorable T.S. Ellis |1, United States Digtrict Judge, for the murder of Conrad Shelton,
which they committed during a drug conspiracy in which large amounts of crack cocaine were
sold in Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia. Both men were convicted by a federd jury in
Alexandria on Felruary 25, 2004.

On February 11, 1996, Smith and Smallwood brutally shot Conrad Shelton12 times near
hisfamily’ shome in Washington, D.C. They believed Shelton had been involved inthe theft of
three kilograms of cocaine and $80,000 in cash. Smith and Smallwood were also sentenced to an
additional ten years imprisonment for using a firearm during Shelton’s murder.  Smith was
sentenced to another life sentence for conspiring with others, including Smdlwood, to distribute
cocaine. Smallwood had previoudy been convicted in theDidrict of Columhia of digribution of
cocaire, but had been released from prison by the time he was charged with Shelton’s murder.
Smith, 33, wasa resdent of TempleHill, Maryland, and Smallwood, 34, wasa resdent of
Forestville, Maryland, before their arrest last year.

Another individual, Anthony Brown, was sntenced by Ellisin April of this year to 30
years imprisonment for aiding in the murder of Shelton by acting as a “lookout.”

United States Attorney Paul J. MdNlulty gated: “This brings justice to acold case. Smith
and Smalwood were walking the sreets thinking they got away with murder, but now they will
never walk the streets again. We canfinally bring closure to this victim’ sfamily.”

The prosecution of Smith, Smallwood and Brown was the culmination of afive year
investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to break up aviolent crack cocaine
distribution ring centered in the “ Trinidad” neighborhood of Washington, D.C. The participants
would often launder their drug money inVirginia, buying and registering cars here. They aso
stored their cocaine and guns at a home inAlexandria. Over a dozen individuals have been
convicted within the drug conspiracy and have been sentenced to lengthy prisonterms.

Assigant United States Attorneys Erik R. Barnett, Michad E. Richand BrianD. Miller
prosecuted the case.



